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but a bad joke in the history of the world !" 1 But even
here the habit of condescension lingers, and amidst the
threatened collapse of Western civilisation it is well to
remember the essential distinction between primitive and
savage. The Balkan nations have grown to manhood
while we slept, and must henceforth be regarded as equals
in the European commonwealth.
(B) Such territorial changes as have been outlined above
would vitally af ect the position of Greece, who is also fully
entitled to claim compensation for any serious disturbance
of the balance of power. The first and most obvious form
which compensation would take is the final occupation
of southern Epirus ; no objections will be raised to this by
the Entente Powers, and it is probable that Italy has already
made her own bargain with the Cabinet of Athens on this
very point. It is to be hoped that Italy may also consent
to hand over Rhodes and the neighbouring islands to
Greece, in return for a free hand in Southern Asia Minor
in the event of the Turkish Empire breaking up. By far
the thorniest problem is provided by the future ownership
of Kavala, which the Treaty of Bucarest assigned to Greece
in August 1913, but which from an economic point of view is
Bulgaria's port on the Aegean, and as vital a necessity for her
future development as it is a superfluous luxury to Greece.
The statesmen of Petrograd were not blind to these considera-
tions, but the scale was turned at Bucarest by the active
intervention of the German Emperor, who, under the plea
of seconding his brother-in-law, King Constantine, skilfully
provided a permanent bone of contention between Bulgaria
and Greece. His action may not unfairly be compared to
that of the Hungarian Premier, Count Tisza, in fomenting
the quarrel between Serbia and Bulgaria two months earlier.
1 Berliner Tageblatt, cited by Observer, November 8, 1914.